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To introduce the subject, my research work focuses on gardening prac;ces and knowledge in tropical envi-
ronments and on the evalua;on of their contribu;on to biodiversity. My research ques;on is : "In Réunion 
Island, do gardeners contribute to the preserva;on of garden biodiversity through the transmission of 
knowledge and the evolu;on of their prac;ces? » 

This research process is undertaken on Reunion island where I live. It is one of the world's biodiversity hots-
pots. At this ;me I am in France and that's why you don't see preRy palm trees behind me.  

This tropical territory is now universally recognized for the excep;onal diversity of its landscapes. It is also 
known for its rich environments and ecosystems, characterized by a high degree of endemism.  

My approach is a par;cular way of tackling the issue of biodiversity, in the current context of "greening" this 
island territory. Indeed, forty percent of the surface has become a na;onal park since twenty oh seven. 

To complete this par;cular geographical situa;on, I think it is also appropriate to recall the ambient context 
in which we live. On this island, as everywhere on the planet, the diversity of life is collapsing. Numerous 
studies prove it. In Reunion Island, the situa;on is similar. A few decades ago, the State of France was alrea-
dy communica;ng on this erosion of life.  

"Among the shortcomings iden0fied for the preserva0on of this heritage, the lack of specific and ecological 
knowledge represents a brake on the improvement of the management and conserva0on of biodiversity . 1

It is therefore in this context of global health and ecological crisis on an island territory that my research are 
carried out. 

You must be wondering how this long introduc;on relates to the ques;on of the planetary garden school. I 
will speak soon about the subject. I thought it was important to give you the context of my research.  

Faced with these challenges, my work raises the ques;on of the evolu;on of our rela;onship with living 
beings and biodiversity in the ac;on of gardening.  
What rela;onship do gardeners have with biodiversity? How do their interven;ons interact with the evolu-
;on of life?  

What sort of biodiversity are we talking about? 

This polysemous term is recent. It has gradually led to the emergence of a new paradigm on the rela;on-
ship between man and nature. It has various facets. It is difficult to define. There is a diversity of approaches 
depending on the discipline. We talk about structural, biological, gene;c, cultural, biodiversity.   

Men;oning biodiversity is perhaps talking about a diversity of biodiversi;es? 
Let us remember in this presenta;on that my work is on a specific biodiversity : the fauna and flora of gar-
dens. A biodiversity that is measurable by simple scien;fic protocols, to which a cultural biodiversity is ad-
ded. 

To study this rela;onship with the living in this island context, I chose a medium and an actor: the garden 
and the gardener. The garden is poten;ally a place of cultural integra;on. A place where one can "cul;vate" 
biodiversity, par;cipate in its protec;on and enrichment.  
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"In Reunion Island, Creole garden reveals a great diversity of garden forms. These gardens combine the 
contribu;ons of people from different parts of the world in different ways.  

The hypothesis is that today we are witnessing a loss of "tradi;onal" knowledge and know-how rela;ng to 
gardening in this territory. 

This situa;on is linked to a muta;on of the island's modes of living and organisa;on of domes;c space.  

One of my research way is a series of interviews with twenty five gardeners on the island. This is a way of 
fundamental research. The aim is to beRer understand their rela;onship with biodiversity and how their 
prac;ces have evolved over ;me. I conducted filmed interviews with a guide. 

In rela;on to this first approach, a second path of my research concerns research in experimenta;on  or 
research in ac;on through the crea;on of an experimental garden. 

A project in which an aRempt is made to measure the evolu;on of the biodiversity of a garden area compa-
red to a space leb untouched.  

Finally, the third way is based on the experience of the Planetary Garden School. This structure, which I 
created in twenty thirteen, is inspired by the concept of Gilles Clément , a popular landscape architect. I 2

an;cipate the ques;on : He is not my father because of my name, not my uncle too. Just a good friend.  

This representa;on according to which our planet is like a garden, an enclosed space that it is up to man to 
maintain and preserve.  

This school is a ci;zen project. It func;ons like a popular university with ac;vi;es open to all. The school 
proposes a sharing of knowledge on biodiversity. The school propose workshops.  

They are oriented to organic gardening, beekeeping, plant recogni;on, roles of insects… and a lot of other 
thema;cs.  
The school is conceived as a free electron that offers ac;vi;es throughout the island. 

To study the impact of the seven years of ac;vi;es of this school, I made a survey among the sixteen thou-
sand par;cipants. I tried to find out what this school could bring to ci;zens and how par;cipants could po-
ten;ally change their prac;ces.  

Have these ci;zen gardeners changed their rela;onship with life? Have they changed their gardening prac-
;ces?   
Although the analysis is s;ll in progress, I have been able to iden;fy some first conclusions. This survey has 
been realized in April with an on line form. I had one hundred thirty eight responses. 

The majority of par;cipants (sixty nine per cent) are between thirty-five and sixty years old and twenty one 
percent are over sixty years old. 

Sixty per cent of the par;cipants are also involved in other associa;ons related to the preserva;on of biodi-
versity. It should be noted that ninety people have been involved in the school since its crea;on. They are 
passionate gardeners, researchers, ar;sts, beekeepers, ethno-botanists, scien;sts, or even herbalists. They 
all wanted to pass on their knowledge to the public.  

Having carried out more than four hundred sixty ac;vi;es, the school con;nues to offer new courses every 
year.  
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Seventy six per cent of the par;cipants think that they received important or interes;ng knowledge in the 
ac;vi;es. 

This school is also a laboratory for crea;ve ideas on the rela;onship between man and nature and its im-
pact on the landscape. Educa;onal ac;vi;es allow the crea;on of experimental gardens in schools or on 
natural sites.  

Some of the people working with the school have become professional, such as Nadine Fornet, a former 
nurse who, aber a few workshops in twenty seventeen, created her own structure. She is now one of our 
teacher. Other results of the inves;ga;on show a real enthusiasm for this kind of approach: 
Seventy three per cent of the par;cipants  have changed their gardening prac;ces. Fiby eight per cent of 
the par;cipants have changed their rela;onship with life. Eighty six per cent of the ci;zens who par;cipated 
in the ac;vi;es think that a school of this kind is useful for preserving biodiversity. Ninety eight per cent 
think that other similar schools should be created. This demonstrates the usefulness of this kind of struc-
ture. 

Finally, again in rela;on to the survey, ninety eight per cent recommend the school to ci;zens.  

This makes it possible to be quite sa;sfied with the energy commiRed during all these years. It therefore 
seems important to con;nue to develop this kind of pedagogical approach, which is open to the general 
public and to all ci;zens.  

Aber seven years of existence, the team is considering the future of this structure. New training courses are 
envisaged, one of them leading to a diploma will aim to train real gardeners in a tropical environment on 
this island of a thousand landscapes.  

The analysis of the survey will certainly reveal more specific findings.  
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